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What Jesus Taught About God

Introduction

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to see or experience something no one has ever seen before? How many of you would like to hear Neil Armstrong talk about his experience as the first human being ever to walk on the moon!? No one else has ever had that experience and so, no one can describe it like he can.

Even those who can’t accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of the world, will often say that He was a good—even great—teacher. And the people of Jesus’ day often called Him “teacher,” or “Rabbi.”

Now it’s true that many of the things Jesus taught about had been taught about before, and even with truth and wisdom. Indeed, this is one of the things unbelievers will often bring up, that Jesus just repeated what others had already taught on.

Of course, that doesn’t diminish Jesus’ authority. If all truth and wisdom comes from Him, as the Bible says it does, then anyone else who has taught with truth and wisdom—whether before Jesus came to earth, or after—these are really repeating what originated from Christ.

But there’s one thing that Jesus taught about that no one else could—or can, because no one else has had the same experience Jesus had—like Neil Armstrong’s experience as the first man on the moon. What Jesus taught about God, no one else can ever teach, because no one has ever experienced God like Jesus.  

Jesus said to Nicodemas, No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. (Jn. 3:13) To the crowd that followed Jesus after He miraculously fed them and who asked Jesus for a miraculous sign, He said, . . . . I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. (Jn. 6:38) And to the Jews who were offended at this statement, He said, I am the living bread that came down from heaven. (Jn. 6:51a)

Jesus came from heaven—from God, the Father. The Bible says He was with the Father from the very beginning; has been with Him from eternity past. And one of the reasons He came to earth was to teach us the truth about God.

You see, ever since man was expelled from the Garden of Eden, he has had an innate sense that there is a God; that’s why religion is common to every culture in every age. But because of our disbelief in and disobedience to God, we have lost our true knowledge of Him, and so, we tend to “create” gods; and usually ones that suit us, that do our bidding, and who are like us—only better.

But as we said in our last message, Jesus had a unique relationship with God. He knew God, came from God, and has returned to God. No one can make that claim and back it up with the wisdom and power that Jesus did. And one of the main reasons Jesus came was to teach us about the true God.

We don’t have time to consider everything Jesus taught about God, but we can consider at least three things. First, let’s consider what Jesus taught about God when He encountered a Samaritan woman at a well.

I. GOD IS SPIRIT

A. It’s Not About the Place But the Person

When Jesus was passing through Samaria, He became tired, hungry and thirsty. So He sat down by a well while His disciples went into town to buy food. While Jesus was resting, a Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water and Jesus asked her for a drink. A conversation ensued between Jesus and the woman and when Jesus revealed to the woman what He knew about her past marriages, and her present relationship, she said, 

19 "Sir," . . . “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 GOD IS SPIRIT, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (Jn. 4:19-24)

It’s remarkable that one of the first things Jesus taught about God, He taught to Samaritan woman—not His disciples! But Jesus used the controversy between the Jews and the Samaritans about where to worship God to teach this important lesson about God.

The Samaritan woman (and by implication, the Jews) were more concerned with the place of worship than with the Person of worship. And we are not immune to that same error!

I’m glad we’re able to do some needed repair on our facilities. It’s important to present a positive appearance to visitors, and I think it affects our own attitudes about our church.

And you know how proud I am of our worship team and what a blessing they are to us! I’m so impressed by the talent and commitment of each of our worship team members—from our sound board technician, to the instrumentalists, to the vocalists.

But we all know that it’s not about the facilities or even the quality of our worship team. It’s all about the One we worship!

Solomon, who built a beautiful temple, who had a huge choir, and who sacrificed thousand of animals in the dedication ceremony of the temple, said,  . . . . will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built!  (1 Kings 8:27)

In fact, we’re told in Scripture that each individual believer is a temple of God’s Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19).

	B.	Spirit

Jesus said, God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth. (Jn. 4:24)

Spirit here, is contrasted with the physical and material. And the spiritual realm is not perceived by or apprehended with the physical senses.

And yet the spirit is the essence of all living beings. We can lose limbs and abilities and even brain function, but we are still us. But when we give up our spirit, our body dies.

So Jesus was saying we’re to worship God from the essence of our being, and not just an outward show, because it is our spirit which reflects the image and likeness of God in which we were made (Gen. 1:26-27).

	C.	God the Father and God the Son

Jesus said He was one with the Father (see Jn. 10:30; 14:9.11). But one difference between Him and the Father is that He took upon Himself a physical body (see Philip. 2:6-7) and confined Himself to its limitations.

And we see Jesus being totally submitted to the Father, only saying and doing what the Father told Him. Jesus even submitted to the Father’s will when it was contrary to His in the Garden of Gethsemane.

The relationship between God the Father and Jesus the Son is difficult to comprehend unless we grasp what Jesus meant when He said God is Spirit.

God, the unseen, omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient Spirit determined to manifest Himself to us within the physical material realm, in the person of Jesus Christ. But just as The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain Him, neither can a human body—even the body Jesus appeared in.

And though Jesus was fully God, He was distinct from the Father in that all that the Father is could not be contained in the human form Jesus took upon Himself. And yet, all that Jesus was, was God!

To know God as the Infinite Spirit is impossible for us as finite, physical creatures. But to know God in the person of Jesus Christ is possible.

To try and know God in any other way or form is to miss this glorious truth!

Secondly, Jesus taught especially in His life, that . . .

II. GOD IS LOVE

Indeed, Jesus’ very existence is the greatest demonstration of God’s love.

16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. (Jn. 3:16-17)

As familiar as this passage is, we need to spend a moment reflecting on the scope of God’s love.

First of all, when Jesus said, God so loved the WORLD, He meant that God loves everyone. His love is a universal love. There is no one that God does not love. And the fact that Jesus’ death was sufficient for every person who ever lived—from Adam, to the last human God will create—proves it.

But I like what someone said about this universal character of God’s love. It is easy to talk in a vague way about the love of God [for the world]. But the love of God implies surely the individual; love has little content indeed if its object is merely a collective noun, an abstract, a concept. (Richard Glover, quoted in Lockyer, p.24).

So we must also know God’s love for the individual. And the word “whoever” in John 3:16 speaks of the individual. Even more specifically, Jesus’ parables of the one lost sheep, and the one lost coin, illustrate God’s great love for the individual.

John 3:16 also speaks of a sacrificial love: God so loved that He gave. It’s the giving kind of love, for example, that a parent gives a child—especially at the very beginning of their life. The mother or father will do anything and everything for their children, because of their love—even when the child doesn’t appreciate it, deserve it or return it.

And yet, while a mother or a father loves their little baby who demands attention and has done nothing to deserve it, other than being their baby, that love of a mother and father inspires a reciprocal love. As that child grows, he becomes more appreciative of his parent’s love. And often that love goes full circle when the child cares for his aging parent at the end of their lives.

In an even greater way, God’s love for us inspires a love in us. When Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment is, He said, "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." (Mt. 22:37-40)

Indeed, it is our love for God and others that is the evidence that we have truly come to know God’s love for us. Jesus said, By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. (Jn. 13:35)

And all this love comes from the very character of God because, as John wrote, “God is love.” (1 Jn. 4:16)

But lest we distort the love of God and turn it into a worldly kind of love, we must consider something else Jesus taught about God. And that is . . .

III.	God is Holy

For this point I would simply like to quote Herbert Lockyer, from his book entitled, All The Teachings of Jesus, because I don’t think it can be expressed better.

There is a tendency today, even among some theologians, to dwell on the love and goodness of God as revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus, and to ignore what he also taught about the holiness and justice of God. A distinction drawn is that the stern and unloving despot of the Old Testament is not the God of love and mercy Jesus portrayed when here among men. But this is a libel both upon the Old Testament and upon the Lord Jesus. It is contrary to fact to say that the Old Testament reveals only the holiness and justice of God but does not tell of his love and mercy, just as it is equally false to say that in the Gospels Jesus speaks only of the love and mercy of God and says nothing of his holiness and his righteous judgments. 

If anything, Jesus gave us a higher conception of God’s holiness and justice because he gave men a new and higher conception of sin. Not only did he magnify the love and mercy of God in many of his sayings and parables but in others emphasized that men must be judged and punished, that if they despised his goodness, they must face his severity.

And so, for example:

Jesus told of the vineyard owner who destroyed “those wicked husbandmen” who ill-treated the servant and son (Mt. 21:33-41)

Jesus told of the man who scorned the wedding garment provided for guests and was cast into outer darkness.

Jesus told of the five foolish virgins who came too late and knocked too late, and of whom the bridegroom said, “I don’t know you” (Mt. 25:1-13) 

Jesus told of the steward who was cast into outer darkness because he hid his talent in the earth. 

Jesus is the judge in the final judgment dismissing into everlasting punishment those who failed to show compassion on the poor and needy (Mt. 25:31-46)
(Lockyer, pp.27-28)

Such holiness implies absolute separation from moral evil, and perfect moral purity—a condition man can never attain in this life. (Lockyer, p.26) And yet Jesus exhorted His followers to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect (Mt. 5:48). And we’re taught in another place that without holiness, no one will see God (Heb. 12:14).

Make no mistake: God is loving and God is holy. He is so holy that He cannot allow His purity to be corrupted by sin. But He is so loving that He had provided for forgiveness and cleansing from sin.

But if we reject God’s love as demonstrated in Jesus Christ, then we must face God’s holiness—without that benefit.

Conclusion

Jesus taught many other things about God, including His sovereignty, His loving care, and His Fatherhood.

But these three: God is Spirit, God is love, and God is holy are sufficient to help us know in a greater way, this One who loves us so much that He gave Himself for us, so that we might worship  and obey Him who is holy.
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